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Methodology
•

Population 11,684

•

Sample Size 551

•

Margin of Error ±4

•

How do we achieve best response rate?

•

Coding Refusals

•

Weighting

Student Sample and Demographics

Polarization

Literature

•

Survey of 1000 individuals performed by
the Chronicle of Higher Education found that
51% “believed that universities improperly
introduced liberal bias” (A Special Report, 2004)

•

There are 3 liberal leaning professors for every 1
conservative leaning (Gross & Simmons, 2007;
Zipp & Fenwick, 2006).

•

Though grades or beliefs are not affected, the
college experience may be (Kelly-Woessner, A., &
Woessner, M. (2008)

Research Question
Due to the perceived ideological bias on university campuses and
amongst university professors, are students who identify within the
conservative ideology more likely to feel that SCSU “is going in the
wrong direction”?

Hypothesis
There will be a positive correlation between conservative ideologies
and believing SCSU ”is going in the wrong direction.”

The questions
"I would like to start by asking you whether you think SCSU is on
the right track or whether you think SCSU is going in the wrong
direction."
"Thinking about your own general approach to politics, do
you consider yourself to be very liberal, somewhat liberal,
moderate, somewhat conservative, or very conservative?"

Analysis
•

Increase in polarization (Saad, 2016)

•

Effects on colleges campuses

•

"Ideological Amplification" (Schkade, Sunstein, Hastie; 2006)

 1990-2016 Moderates 43% to 34%, Liberals 17% to 25%

 “The simplest statement of our findings is that deliberation among likeminded people produced ideological amplification—an amplification of
preexisting tendencies, produced by group discussion.”
 "the majority effect, caused by the presence of a critical mass of
laypeople sharing similar opinions." (Moussaïd, Kämmer, Analytis,
Neth; 2013)

Facilitating Moderation
" A like-minded group that on Monday agrees that taxes are too high,
or that climate change might ruin the planet in 100 years, is very
likely by Friday to agree that no tax is a good tax, or that doomsday
for the planet is just around the corner." (Blankenhorn, 2015)

•

"Informational Diversity" (Mannix, Neal; 2006)

•

Better Angels approach

"Today Americans increasingly view their political opponents not only
as misguided, but also as bad people whose ways of thinking are both
dangerous and incomprehensible."
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The Relationship
Between Income and
Self- Reported Mental
Health
In a 2007 telephone survey
Americans were asked to rate their
overall mental health. The survey
found that individuals with a lower
socioeconomic status were less
likely to rate their mental health as
"excellent" as compared to those
with a higher SES. (Gallup, 2007).

Hypothesis
Individuals whose families received government assistance growing up
(a proxy for low SES) are more likely to have a mental health diagnosis
later in life.

Previous Studies have found
Links between SES and...
•

Pathophysiology- stress hormones in response to experience over
time (Ursache,2016).

•

Structural changes- decreased hippocampal volume, reduction in
amygdala size and white matter concentration (Urasche, 2016).

•

Functional changes-electrical, chemical, and metabolic
abnormalities (Swartz, Hariri, and Williamson, 2016).

•

Genetic changes- Intergenerational and Intragenerational changes
further down the genetic line (Swartz, Hariri, and Williamson,
2016).

Approximately 30% of the
student population at SCSU
has a mental health diagnosis.
•

Of SCSU students with a
mental health diagnosis 37%
were on some sort of
government assistance growing
up.

My hypothesis was correct, individuals whose families
received government assistance during their childhood are
more likely to have mental health diagnoses later in life.

Conclusion

These findings are important because poverty is a
prevalent public health crisis that can be reversed with
public awareness and changes to our country's policies and
practices.
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Hypothesis 1: SCSU students will intentionally purchase locally-produced food
less frequently than the overall Minnesota population because research shows
younger, less affluent individuals participate in local food systems less
frequently than older, affluent people. This hypothesis is based on the concepts
of social distance and privilege variables (Kato 2013; Lyson 2014; Schupp 2017).
Hypothesis 2: Students' motivations and deterrents surrounding local food
choices will not significantly vary from Minnesota residents'. I have not found
literature to suggest students would specifically differ other than their
affluence variables (age, income, race, etc.).

Locally-Produced Food

Intentional purchase of locallyproduced food in Past 6 months

Motivations for Local Food

Deterrents to Local Food

Bivariate Analysis- Ideology

Bivariate Analysis- Age

Bivariate Analysis- No Correlations

Campus Farmers' Market

Government
Funding and
Public Assistance
Timothy LaSelle

Hypothesis: Assistance
Hypothesis 1:
•

The perception of government assistance programs being underfunded
will increase with education and age (personal experience).
 Is the level of one’s education linked to their views regarding the level of
adequacy of funding government assistance programs receive?
 Does the individuals age play a role in how they perceive the adequacy of
funding government assistance programs receive?

Hypothesis 2:
•

Those college students who came from families that received
government assistance will tend to have more liberal views, and
achieve similar success as those who did not.
 Success will be measured by :
 employment status
 education level.

Are public
assistance
programs
being
funded
properly?

Views regarding the funding of public assistance
program

While growing up did your parents or
guardians receive government assistance?

Demographics In Comparison

Views and Employment Status of Those
Whose Parents Received Public Assistance

Conclusion:
•

Hypothesis 1:

•

The perception of government assistance programs being underfunded will
increase with education and age (personal experience).

 The higher ones level education, the more they felt public assistance was being
underfunded.
 While age did play a role in how respondents indicated they felt about government
funding for assistance programs when comparing all of the age groups, the percentage
difference between those who felt it was adequate and underfunded saw a decline as
participants turned over 25 years old.

•

Hypothesis 2:

•

Those college students who came from families that received government
assistance will tend to have more liberal views, and achieve similar success as
those who did not.

 Those who came from families that received government assistance were more liberal,
and felt that government assistance programs were currently underfunded.
 Those who came from families that received government assistance did not decline with
their level of education, indicating that they were no less likely to graduate than their
non-aid receiving counter parts.
 Those who came from families that received government assistance tended to work less
part time hours, but slightly more full time hours (4%) than their non-aid receiving
counter parts, indicating a lack of significant difference between the need to find
employment while attending school.

Perceptions of News Media
•

Research Question: Do you believe the news media is generally
truthful or generally untruthful?

•

According to the Pew Research Center, in 2017 only 11% of
Republicans, while 34% of Democrats and 15% of Independents
trusted national news organizations

•

Only 3% of Republicans, 6% of Democrats, and 5% of Independents
found news media found on social networks to be trustworthy.

Hypotheses
•

Hypothesis 1: Correlation between respondents who identify as a
republican or as conservative, and agreeing with the statement that
the media is generally untruthful.

•

Hypothesis 2: Respondents who preferred cable television news are
more likely to find the media generally truthful, while those who
consume news primarily from social network sites will find the
media generally untruthful.

Conclusion
•

Overall belief in the truthfulness of media is higher in SCSU
students than the general American public

•

The general trends I expected occurred, but not to the degree
expected

•

Barthel, Michael, and Amy Mitchell. “Americans' Attitudes About
the News Media Deeply Divided Along Partisan Lines.” Pew
Research Center's Journalism Project, Pew Research Center, 10 May
2017,

Direct Messaging
Content and
Gender
•

According to a PEW research by
Anderson, studies shows that in
visual content social media, women
membership is higher than their
male counterpart. Contrary, male
prefers text content social media.

•

H1: Women are more interested in
visual content regardless of
platform

•

H2: Male prefers text content across
various communications platform

Application
of data and
strategy

•

This study is to indicate that the understanding
of audience and user behavior will benefit to the
communication process within organization. It is
aim to help understanding the university
internal and external audience's behavior.
Furthermore a suggestion of potential best
practices to maximize effort to achieve tangible
result through various communication vehicles.

•

Other demographic results and questions will
further shine the understanding of current
students' behavior and indirectly understand the
question underlay the engagement rate of
student body.

Education and Immigration
•

Hypothesis: I expect a positive correlation between support for DACA
and education. This is due to postformal thought which
incorporates experience, intuition, logic, as well as inconsistency into
our ways of thinking. It has been found that higher education is a
catalyst for the development of this ability (Labouvie-Vief, 2006).
This way of thinking is also noted as being excellent for social issues
as it focuses on the possibility of there being more than one correct
answer to any problem (Berg and Klaczynski, 1996; Sinnot 2003).

•

Research Question: "As you may know, many immigrants who came
illegally to the U.S. when they were children now have temporary
legal status that is ending. Would you favor or oppose Congress
passing a law granting them permanent legal status?"

Percentage

3%

Coborn Plaza: 3%

6%

Residential District: 18%

5%

There is no area of concern: 30%

Never been to campus: 2%

N: 517

23%

11%

Comparison to Previous Years

Presentation Conclusion:
The SCSU Survey team would like to thank you for your time today,
as well as your participation in the Survey. The results of this survey
and others can be found on the SCUS Survey homepage listed below.
www.stcloudstate.edu/scsusurvey

